THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
while in Prussia there were but two in all as late as 1822.
The first practicable steamship sailed on the Hudson
in the year 1807 ; about the same time the first loco-
motive made its appearance. In England, matters were
different. The English Revolution having been fought
out in the seventeenth century, there was a high degree
of political liberty in the land, and, consequently, of
economic liberty also. Thus, the steam engine had long
ago been put to use, and their number in 1800 was
estimated at no less than 5000.*
The succession of events is now clear: first came,
about the middle of the eighteenth century, a purely
ideological revolution in France; half a century later
there followed the political revolution, enforcing a com-
plete change of the legal order. Not before all these
changes had been accomplished, did the great economic
change set in. This time, to be sure, it may be examined
and studied with scientific precision, because economic
science had made enormous progress at the same time.
The evolution and the succession of events is exactly
the reverse of what Marx and the Marxists claim it
to be.
The economic revolution which succeeded the political
upheaval had ideological consequences in its turn and
produced a good number of varied illusions and self-
deceptions. One of the most noteworthy ideological
phenomena derivable from it is the Marxist theory of
history.
We may, at any rate, rest assured that the " con-
tradictions of material life " and the conflict between
productive forces and conditions of production con-
1 " The modern factory system began in England in the last third of the
eighteenth century", Mantoux, op, cit. p. i.
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